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by Erika Harding
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Published: Tuesday, July 21, 1992
July 10: Cesar Polack, president of the National Elections Board (Jurado Nacional de EleccionesJNE), announced that the Organization of American States (OAS) would provide financial assistance
to the JNE to prepare for the Nov. 22 constituent assembly elections. (See NotiSur 07/07/92 for
recent coverage of plans for elections.) July 11: Prime Minister Oscar de la Puente reported that the
government will commence formal dialogue July 14 with representatives of labor unions, business
and professional organizations, and the clergy. The discussions are to focus on the country's return
to democratic institutions. The Catholic Church hierarchy refused to participate in the first round
of dialogue which began June 30. On July 10, the nation's largest trade union organizations agreed
to launch joint protests government economic policies. De la Puente said the process of separate
meetings with leaders of political parties represented in the dissolved congress was complete,
and government officials plan to hold a joint meeting with representatives of all parties on July 18.
Party spokespersons demand a commitment by the government to hold municipal elections by
year-end 1992 prior to participating in a second round of talks. July 13: President Alberto Fujimori
rejected a proposal by party leaders calling for municipal elections on Nov. 22, the same day as
polling for constituent assembly members. He said holding the two elections on separate occasions
would ensure greater participation in the municipal elections. Next, Fujimori proposed a singlemember regional district formula for the constituent assembly elections, in contrast to a national
proportional representation procedure. Opposition party representatives harshly criticized the
proposal, described as a threat to existence of minority political parties. Representatives of the
Popular Action (AP) and Popular American Revolutionary Alliance (APRA) parties officially rejected
Prime Minister de la Puente's invitation to participate in the government-party dialogue. Neither
AP nor APRA attended the first round of meetings with de la Puente. July 14: A proposal by the
independent Freedom and Democracy Institute (ILD) for the simultaneous election of a constituent
assembly and a congress with broad oversight responsibilities was praised by President Fujimori as
"permitting greater citizen representation and increased accountability of elected representatives."
The ILD is an independent think tank run by Fujimori's former anti-drug adviser Hernando de
Soto. According to the ILD proposal, on Nov. 22 voters would choose 80 members of the constituent
assembly, and 80 legislators. The assembly would be in session for two years, and members of
the new congress until the end of Fujimori's term in 1995. The proposal also includes a national
referendum on constitutional amendments adopted by the assembly. President Fujimori had earlier
proposed that the constituent assembly carry out the functions of the national legislature until he
leaves office. The ILD suggested that legislators be able to serve multiple terms, although some
measures for recall of elected officials would be instituted. In contrast, Fujimori has proposed a
single term limit for members of congress, and a prohibition on constituent assembly members from
running for congress. The ILD also proposed substituting traditional electoral rules of voting based
on closed party slates, with more open procedures to allow voters to cast direct votes for individual
candidates and to vote a split ticket. A similar proposal made earlier by Fujimori met with strong
opposition from political party leaders. In responding to the ILD proposal, party leaders indicated
that rules for the constituent assembly and for a return to constitutional rule should be the product
of an agreement between the government and the parties. Specifically, the party leaders expressed
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opposition to ILD recommendations for extending the right to vote to armed forces personnel,
and that voting be made voluntary. July 15: Opposition political parties officially rejected the ILD
electoral reform proposal. July 16: In a radio interview from Santo Domingo (Dominican Republic),
former president Alan Garcia said he has no intention of running for president at any time in the
future. Fujimori said the government will seek Garcia's extradition from Colombia if requested to do
so by the judiciary. Garcia is currently under investigation on a variety of charges. Lima Archbishop
Augusto Vargas Alzamora told reporters that the Catholic Church had submitted a proposal to the
government for orchestrating a return to constitutional rule. A group of former municipal officials
called for municipal elections to be held by year-end, rejecting Fujimori's proposal that current
municipal authorities stay in office until elections take place in 1993. (Sources: Notimex, 07/13/92;
Spanish news service EFE, 07/10/92, 07/11/92, 07/15/92, 07/16/92; Agence France-Presse, 07/13-16/92)
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